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“Hekathe ma (how are you)?” 

It was a pleasure to get 

an invite from my friend 

Henry Bornstein to offer 

some insight in this newslet-

ter from the Koi Nation of 

Northern California, a feder-

ally recognized Native 

American tribe. 

For those of you who are 

By Dino Beltran, Koi Nation Tribal Council 

Dino Beltran 

unfamiliar with the Koi tribe, our pre-history 

dates back between 14,000-21,000 years here 

in the area and specifically the area surrounding 

Anderson Marsh.  The time element changes 

depending on what anthropologist you ask.  Now 

if you ask a Native American and a Koi person 

specifically you will get one answer and that is 

we have been here since time immemorial.  The 

one thing that is consistent with the difference in 

the two answers is that the study of early man 

seems to bring the scientific date of Koi occupa-

tion, further and further back.  What was once 

thought to be the Native American presence in 

North American at around 2,000-3,500 years 

one hundred years ago is now back to 21,000 

years. 

The Koi people and our neighbors the Elem 

tribe share a most exciting fact: we both are 

known to have the longest continual human hab-

itation of one area in all of North America.  The 

span being the 14,000-21,000 years I mentioned 

earlier.  Those areas are from Lower Lake and 

all of Clearlake for the Koi to Clearlake Oaks for 

the Elem.   Our members that live in Clearlake 

now and adjacent to the park are the living rep-

resentation of that fact.   

The Koi people had a simple way of life based 

on the complex spiritual connection with the liv-

ing environment of the surrounding area.  All nat-

ural things are considered to have been created 

by the Creator and should be embraced and re-

spected.  Spirituality and one’s connection with 

their higher power is a way of life. 

The Koi ancestors and those of the Elem and 

Kamdot tribes shared a common language which 

is of the Hokan language root.  It is believed to 

be one of the oldest languages in the entire 

state.  Today the Koi has revived our language 

and along with resources found at UC Berkeley 

we have language classes today.   

As far as our relationship with our homelands 

and Anderson Marsh, we have come to embrace 

the area as very sacred, very close to our hearts.  

The government-to-government relationships we 

have come to enjoy with the City of Clearlake, 

the County of Lake and the State of California 

Department of Parks and Recreation are really 

(Continued on page 5) 
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President’s Message 

By Roberta Lyons 

As you will read in 

Henry Bornstein’s arti-

cle in this newsletter, 

AMIA is gearing up to 

raise money to fund 

two important projects: 

creating an interpretive 

center in the “South 

Barn” at the ranch, and 

funding a part-time 

park aide to work at the 

ranch house on week-

ends so people will be 

able to tour the ranch 

house museum when visiting the park. 

If you are like me, you might remember 

when Anderson Marsh State Historic Park was 

staffed with a Park Ranger and also enjoyed 

the presence of a Park Aide so visitors could 

tour the historic ranch house, now classified as 

a museum by State Parks. 

Even though there was “found” money a 

Park improvements continue 
couple of years ago, and the state is in better 

shape than ever financially, our State parks 

are still not being adequately funded by the 

Legislature. Don’t ask me why, I don’t under-

stand it either. Right now State Parks is figur-

ing out how much it costs to actually run each 

park on an individual basis so they will have a 

realistic foundation for their budgets and fund-

ing requests. In the past, money has been al-

located by “Sector,” (as in the Clear Lake Sec-

tor, which includes Clear Lake State Park and 

Anderson Marsh State Historic Park), but that 

is now slated to change. 

In the meantime, AMIA continues to look to 

the future and is working to improve our park. 

With your help and the support of our Sector 

Superintendent we will be able to continue 

keeping the park open daily, with the parking 

lot open on weekends, as well as continuing to 

lead walks, host school field trips, present 

events, and increase and improve the  

experience of visitors to Anderson Marsh 

State Historic Park.  

  

 

Please attend our annual  
general membership meeting 
All members of AMIA are invited to attend our 

annual “General Membership Meeting,” on 

Wednesday, May 11. The general membership 

meeting is presented annually by AMIA to up-

date members on our activities and to introduce 

AMIA’s current board of directors and officers. 

The meeting starts at 6 p.m. at the ranch house 

at Anderson Marsh State Historic Park. Come 

and enjoy some music on the porch and refresh-

ments while being updated on the current status 

of the park and our many projects. 

By Roberta Lyons 
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ANDERSON MARSH NEWS 

By Henry Bornstein, AMIA Treasurer 

In addition to working with local State Parks 

personnel to continue the current programs be-

ing offered at Anderson Marsh State Historic 

Park, AMIA is working on two special projects 

which will increase the opportunities available to 

the public to enjoy our Park and understand 

what it contains. 

FIRST, AMIA is in the first stages of creating 

an interpretive center to be housed in the South 

Barn that will contain exhibits explaining the nat-

ural, historical and cultural resources found in 

the Park.  When completed, the interpretive cen-

ter will contain information about some of the 

birds and other wildlife found in the Park, includ-

ing an animal mount exhibit, a photograph gal-

lery, a “predator vs prey” exhibit and a “skull and 

tracks” exhibit.  The interpretive center will also 

contain exhibits providing information about the 

history and culture of the Native American peo-

ples who have lived at Anderson Marsh for over 

10,000 years. 

At the present time, AMIA is working on 

“beefing up” the doors and windows of the barn 

and making repairs to the roof to provide a se-

cure environment for the exhibits.  We are also 

designing the various exhibits and making plans 

to begin putting the exhibit materials together.  

We hope to have the interpretive center open to 

the public by the beginning of 2017. 

SECOND, it has been a dream for years to 

have the Ranch House once more open to the 

public during the day for tours and visits.  The 

absence of state staff at the Park has made this 

impossible.  In order to remedy this, AMIA has 

begun negotiating with State Parks to have 

AMIA provide funding that will allow the state to 

hire a Visitor Park Aide to work in the historic 

Ranch House when the Park gates are open on 

the weekends.  This will allow Park visitors to 

have a guided tour of the historic Ranch House 

(Continued on page 9) 

A first look at two special projects 
that AMIA hopes to accomplish 

Currently the interpretive objects in the south barn are 

always stored and only put on display for special 

events. 
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essary to prevent Anderson Marsh State Historic 

Park from being permanently closed after it was 

put on the now infamous 2011 park closure list. 

The generosity of the Lake County community 

allowed AMIA to enter into a Partnership Agree-

ment with the California Department of Parks 

and Recreation that has kept Anderson Marsh 

State Historic Park open.   

With the cooperation of Bill Salata, State 

Park’s Clear Lake Sector Superintendent, and 

the hard work of both State Park employees and 

AMIA volunteers, much has been accomplished 

at the Park during the three years of the Partner-

ship Agreement.  The trail system has never 

looked better and has been expanded to provide 

new views into the various habitats contained in 

the Park.  Under the Partnership Agreement, a 

Park Maintenance Aide has been assigned to 

work at the Park on weekends and the grounds 

are being maintained at a very high level. 

We are now in the final year of this agreement, 

which will end this year.  What can we expect for 

the future of our Park with the expiration of this 

Agreement? 

We have been assured by Superintendent 

Salata that after the expiration of the Partnership 

Treasurer’s Message 
By Henry Bornstein 

What can we expect with the expiration of AMIA’s 
Partnership Agreement with State Parks? 

As those of you who 

have been following 

events at Anderson 

Marsh State Historic 

Park (AMSHP) will 

know, thanks to the 

generous contributions 

of our supporters and 

the Lake County com-

munity, AMIA was able 

to raise the funds nec-

Agreement, the Park will continue to be operated 

and maintained as it is now, with the Park open 

during daylight hours, seven days a week, and 

the parking lot gates open on Saturday and Sun-

day.  AMIA will continue to provide the portable 

toilets for the Park.  Some of the funds from the 

Partnership Agreement that were earmarked for 

trail maintenance remain unspent. These will be 

used to continue to maintain the trail system, 

and will be supplemented by State funds as 

needed.  A Park Maintenance Aide will continue 

to be assigned to work at the Park on Saturday 

and Sunday, performing needed maintenance 

and trail work. 

Unfortunately, under the 2016-2017 budget 

established by the Legislature, California’s State 

Parks remain seriously underfunded, with bil-

lions of dollars in deferred maintenance.  Ander-

son Marsh State Historic Park is no exception.  

Except for the part-time weekend Maintenance 

Aide, there will be no State Parks staff assigned 

to our Park. There is little money available for 

maintenance. The current level of funding allo-

cated to our Park by the State Parks budget re-

mains grossly inadequate.     

The absence of a State Parks Ranger as-

signed to Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

makes it difficult for routine patrols to occur at 

the Park.  As those of you who have read recent 

news articles know (including articles in the Sac-

ramento Bee and New York Times), Anderson 

Marsh State Historic Park has had some unfortu-

nate publicity lately as the poster child for Parks 

having their Native American cultural artifacts 

looted in the absence of Rangers on site to dis-

courage this activity.  Although our local State 

Parks Rangers have been working as hard as 

(Continued top of next page) 
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they can with the resources they have and local 

law enforcement has successfully apprehended 

at least one looter, the present level of state 

funding puts these crucial cultural artifacts at 

risk. 

 AMIA will be undertaking a campaign to con-

vince the State Parks Department to allocate 

enough funds from the State Parks budget to at 

least minimally fund the employee positions re-

quired to run this park and protect its resources.  

We have met with State Senator Mike McGuire 

and will soon be meeting with State Parks man-

agement to see what can be done to accomplish 

this goal. 

Meanwhile, in the absence of State Parks staff 

assigned to the Park, AMIA will continue to work 

hard to provide opportunities for the public to 

learn about the Park and the treasures it con-

tains.  AMIA volunteers will continue to host in-

terpretive events such as Guided Nature Walks, 

(Continued from page 4) tours of the historic Anderson Ranch House, 

senior tours and school field trips.  Our aim is to 

offer to the public an experience that will help 

them to appreciate and understand the amazing 

natural, historical and cultural resources found in 

Anderson Marsh State Historic Park.  

Thanks to all of you whose love for this special 

place has kept it protected over the past 33 

years.  The AMIA Board is proud of what our or-

ganization has accomplished in the past three 

years.  None of this could have happened with-

out the generous support of AMIA’s members 

and donors.  If you have not yet joined AMIA or 

made a contribution to help keep the Park thriv-

ing, please consider doing so now.  If you are 

already a member, please remember to renew 

your membership and consider an additional  

donation.   

Information about contributing or joining  

AMIA can be found on our website: 

www.andersonmarsh.org.  

 

rare relationships between a tribe and the local 

government throughout the state and even the 

nation. 

The importance of these lands has taken on an 

even more positive turn with our cherished rela-

tionship with Lake County’s sheriff, Brian Martin. 

Sheriff Martin has undertaken the archeological 

crimes aspect and with fervor he and his depart-

ment are well aware of these terrible crimes and 

the negativity that comes with the individuals that 

commit these crimes. 

To back up that relationship is the one we 

share with District Attorney Don Anderson and 

his willingness to prosecute these individuals 

that are arrested for these disrespectful acts. 

So due to our commitment to our homelands, 

we continue to patrol the park to report crimes to 

the Clear Lake Sector office.   With the help of 

(Continued from page 1) Northern Buttes Superintendent Eddie Guara-

cha, Clear Sector Superintendent Bill Salata, 

State Park Peace Officer Jenny Ayala and Cali-

fornia State Parks Archeologist Leslie Steidl, we 

are going to assure the on-going peacefulness at 

the park. 

Do not approach these people should you see 

crimes at the park.  If you see any sort of crime 

in progress at the Park, call 911. They will con-

tact the appropriate people to respond. 

We are hoping that you all enjoy the beauty 

and history of the park.  The enchantment of the 

trails and feeling enveloped by our ancestors is 

truly a tremendous feeling and along with your 

support and teamwork we can keep the park 

safe and beautiful. 

 

“A thi bostatsith (thank you)” 

“Olitha Walka (take care, be well)” 

An introduction to the Koi Nation of Northern California 
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Superintendent Report for Clear Lake Sector 
By Bill Salata, State Parks Clear Lake Sector Superintendent 

This spring has 

brought us some of the 

best fishing I have 

seen in 30 years. I 

have seen thousands 

of Crappie caught in 

Kelsey Slough. I have 

the opportunity to rec-

reate in the park I love 

so much and am fortu-

nate enough to man-

Best fishing in 30 years 

age. I have been enjoying spending Sunday 

fishing alongside our park visitors and often 

find myself floating in my float tube watching 

fish after fish being hauled up the bank. I es-

pecially get caught up watching the children 

casting their jigs below a bobber, giggling as 

they reel in a Crappie. I hope you find the time 

to walk the slough and bring out a child to 

share in this experience. 

As a park manager, I am being tasked with 

the business aspects of our parks here in Lake 

County. We are looking at transformation and 

change state wide. Change for the future of 

State Parks. Locally, we are feeling the pres-

sure of limited staffing. We recently lost a ca-

det in the police academy and will try to re-fly 

a lateral Ranger position statewide again. We 

will also be flying a Supervising Ranger posi-

tion within the next month. I am trying my best 

to fill positions.  I anticipate that with service 

based budgeting, we will see a bump in the 

budget and relief in additional personnel after 

years of cuts. We expect SBB to reflect the 

actual costs of operating State Parks.   

I hope you can visit the transformation web-

site. You can provide input into this process. 

The Administration assembled a Transfor-

mation Team (Team) in the fall of 2014 with 

the appointment of the Transformation Team 

leader, Steve Szalay. The Team, comprised of 

qualified experienced and dedicated personnel 

from State Parks staff, outside entities and 

professional consultants, developed a tactical 

Transformation Action Plan. The plan set forth 

four strategic goals for the state parks system:  

1. Protect and Enhance Natural and  

     Cultural Resources 

2. Develop Excellent Management   

     Systems 

3. Maintain High Quality Operations   

     and Public Service 

4. Create Meaningful Connections and 

     Relevancy to People 

Employees, partners, volunteers, engaged 

communities and Team members together are 

bringing about transformation. We invite you to 

read the documents, share your feedback with 

us and keep visiting this website. You can also 

stay up-to-date on this important effort by fol-

lowing us on “Transformation Tuesdays” on 

Facebook and Twitter, or by reading our blog.  

This is an exciting time for California State 

Parks and we invite you to be part it. 

Please visit the California State Parks Trans-

formation Website: http://www.parks.ca.gov/?

page_id=28074 
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School Field Trips 

School field trips 
We expect to have a busy spring of school 

field trips this April & May with grades 1-4 stu-

dents coming from Lucerne Elementary as well 

as from Konocti Unified schools.  There was also 

a fall field trip this past October.  All field trip stu-

dents get to participate in a guided nature walk, 

visit the South Barn displays and tour the Ranch 

House.  Some also participate in an old-timey 

musical activity led by musician and AMIA Board 

member Don Coffin or an interactive science 

activity with Bonnie Ryan and the other “Bug 

Gals” from Vector Control.  For more information 

about scheduling field trips, please contact AMIA 

at 707-995-2658 or info@andersonmarsh.org 

(Above) Henry Bornstein returns with his October hike 

group and celebrates! (Right) Gae Henry holds a 

“leave no trace” garbage talk about what was found in 

the Ranch House yard the day of the October field trip. 

 

CONNECT WITH US: 
Facebook: Anderson Marsh  
Interpretive Association 
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The valued services 

from volunteers in the 

California State Park 

system dates back to 

the mid 1860’s. For 

over 150 years, volun-

teers have been an 

essential contributor to 

the successful opera-

tions of our state 

by Nancy Langdon 

AMIA recently received a Pomo Village diora-

ma from the Konocti Unified School District (13’ 

X 4’, with a 6’painted backdrop).  The display will 

be added to our South Barn Interpretive Center.  

It had been sitting on the stage in the KUSD 

boardroom for over a decade.  While AMIA was 

discussing the inclusion of a “Pomo Village” ex-

hibit in our project I remembered admiring this 

diorama for years.  After receiving the request 

the School Board unanimously voted to donate 

the display.  Moving it was no easy task, but with 

Ranger Report  
By Ranger Jennifer Ayala 

Volunteering for California State Parks 

parks. Volunteers provide much needed help 

with maintenance, educational programs, and 

operational support. They help increase public 

support for state parks and enhance the pub-

lic’s experience by preserving and protecting 

the state park grounds and structures as well 

as provide and enhance services such as inter-

pretation, educational programs, school 

groups, living history, nature walks, trail and 

ground maintenance, beach cleanup, special 

events, fundraising and much much more!  

Anderson Marsh Interpretive Association 

(AMIA) has been monumental and key in keep-

ing Anderson Marsh State Historic Park not 

only open to the public but up and running with 

visitor activities. They offer monthly programs 

such as Ranch House tours and nature walks, 

special events, and field trips to hundreds of 

students in the community each year.  

Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Associa-

tion (CLSPIA) runs a gift shop in the Visitor 

Center. The Visitor Center is staffed during 

summer season with volunteers and thanks to 

their help we are able to open the Visitor Cen-

ter to the public on the weekends and holidays. 

At Clear Lake State Park, volunteers lead na-

ture walks, lecture talks, help with Jr. Ranger 

programs and school groups, live in park Camp 

Hosts, and help with special events throughout 

the year.  

To become a volunteer for state parks please 

contact our sector office at Clear Lake State 

Park at 5300 Soda Bay Road in Kelseyville or 

call 707-279-2267. 

Pomo Village Diorama donated by KUSD 

the help of volunteers it was dismantled and 

waits its new position in the community.  AMIA is 

very grateful for this donation and looks forward 

to sharing it with the students of KUSD soon. 

“Those who contemplate the beauty of the 

earth find reserves of strength that will en-

dure as long as life lasts.”  -Rachel Carson 
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Upcoming AMIA Events 2016 

and have their questions answered by someone 

trained to interpret the cultural history represent-

ed by the Ranch House and its contents. 

The addition of the exhibits in the South Barn 

and the ability to receive a guided tour of the 

Ranch House on weekends will allow many 

more visitors to learn about Anderson Marsh 

State Historic Park and what it contains.   

We are very excited about both of these pro-

jects.  In order to carry them out, AMIA will be 

(Continued from page 3) 

GUIDED NATURE WALK  

& RANCH HOUSE TOURS –  

Second Saturdays 

April 9  Guided Nature Walk 

May 14  Guided Nature Walk 

June 11  Guided Nature Walk and 
 Ranch House  Tour 

July 9   Guided Nature Walk  and 
 Ranch Hour Tour 

August 13   Guided Nature Walk 

October 8  Guided Nature Walk 

November 12  Guided Nature Walk 

All walks start at 8:30 a.m. House tours  

follow the walks only if indicated. 

 

ANNUAL AMIA  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Wednesday, May 11, 6pm to 8pm.   

At the Anderson Marsh  
State Historic Park Ranch House.  

Music, refreshments and park  

update for AMIA members. 

FUNDRAISING CONCERT FOR  
AMIA – SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday evening, September 10, 2016.   

Soper Reese Theatre in Lakeport. 

$25 admission - come support the park! 

CHRISTMAS AT THE RANCH 

Saturday, December 10, 2016  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Free Event. Bring the kids to meet Santa. 
Experience an old-fashioned Victorian 
Christmas. Join local musicians for a day of 
singing Christmas carols.  Cookies and hot 
cider. 

FIRST DAY HIKE – JANUARY 1ST, 2017 
 

Start the year off right with a walk in the park.   
 

Two walks offered, both beginning at noon.  
Join the fun! 

starting a campaign to raise the additional funds 

necessary to finish repairing the barn, create the 

interpretive exhibits and put aside the money 

necessary to pay for the Visitor Park Aide.   

If you wish to contact AMIA about either of 

these projects, you may reach us at  

(707) 995-2658 or info@andersonmarsh.org.  

If you would like to help contribute to this cam-

paign, information about making a donation or 

joining AMIA can be found on our website: 

www.andersonmarsh.org. 

A first look at two special projects 
that AMIA hopes to accomplish 
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Over 120 people turned out for the First Day 

Hike at Anderson Marsh State Historic Park on 

New Year’s Day, making this the third year in a 

row that over 100 people came to the Park on 

January 1st to start the year with a walk in the 

Park.  It was a clear, crisp day and everyone en-

joyed the great weather, the wonderful compan-

ionship of those attending and the chance to be 

out in nature in beautiful Lake County.  

The yearly hike on New Year’s Day is offered 

as part of America's State Parks “First Day 

Hikes” program.  State park systems in every 

state participate in the program.  The First Day 

Hikes offer an opportunity to begin the New Year 

by getting outside, enjoying nature and welcom-

ing the New Year with friends and family.   

This year, Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

offered a choice of two different free, guided na-

ture walks, both beginning at noon on New 

Year’s Day.  Participants on both walks are al-

ways welcome to go part way and make an early 

return at their own pace.   

The longer hike on the McVicar Trail passed 

through oak woodlands, along the edge of the 

aquatic habitat of Anderson Marsh and ended up 

at the gravel beach on the shore of Clear Lake 

across from Indian Island.  The leisurely walk 

AMIA continues the tradition of  
First Day Hikes on New Year’s Day 

covered about 7¾ miles of mainly flat terrain.  

A second, shorter hike included parts of the 

Cache Creek, Marsh and Ridge Trails.  The 3½ 

mile loop included the Cache Creek riparian 

habitat, the Anderson Flats grasslands and the 

oak woodlands on Lewis Ridge.   

The group that hiked the McVicar Trail enjoyed 

a wonderful, close-up view of Indian Island from 

the gravel beach on the shores of Clear Lake at 

the end of the trail.  The group that hiked the 

Marsh Trail passed by the wonderful Acorn 

Woodpecker granary tree on that trail and got a 

good view of a rare vernal pool near the end of 

the hike. 

If you missed the event this year, make plans 

now to be there at noon on January 1, 2017, 

when we will hold our 4th Annual First Day Hike 

at Anderson Marsh State Historic Park. 

 

CONNECT  
WITH US: 

Instagram:  
Anderson  

Marsh  
State Park 
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AMIA Board Members to attend  
14

th
 Annual Park Advocacy Day  

by Gae Henry & Henry Bornstein  

The California State Parks Foundation (CSPF) 

coordinates a yearly “Park Advocacy Day” (PAD) 

at the State Capital in Sacramento.  Nearly 200 

state parks advocates from around the state par-

ticipate in the lobbying event.   

On May 3, 2016, AMIA Board members Gae 

Henry and Henry Bornstein will again be “group 

leaders,” facilitating two different groups of par-

ticipants that visit individual legislators to explain 

why supporting state parks is so important. This 

is always a valuable activity, providing the oppor-

tunity to connect with and meet local legislators, 

and creating the chance to learn from other park 

supporters from around the state.   

In 2015, both of our groups met with our State 

Senator Mike McGuire at PAD, and we invited 

him to visit the Park.  We were overjoyed when 

he agreed to visit.  Unfortunately, his scheduled 

August 6, 2015 visit to the Park had to be can-

celed because the Park was closed while being 

used as a staging area for firefighting equipment 

fighting the Rocky & Jerusalem Fires.  Instead, 

we met with him on that day at the Main Street 

Café in Clearlake.   He listened carefully to our 

concerns about the lack of adequate funding for 

state parks, and for Anderson Marsh Historic 

State Park in particular.   

Senator McGuire is showing himself to be a 

great advocate for State Parks, and is working 

with AMIA to secure additional funding for the 

Park. He understands our particular issues here 

in Lake County and has promised to assist AMIA 

in its campaign to get increased funding for An-

derson Marsh State Historic Park in the next 

state parks budget. 

As well as providing an opportunity to meet 

privately with legislators, Park Advocacy Day 

sends a powerful message to policymakers that 

California’s state parks are important and need 

to be protected. 
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By Gordon Haggitt 

I will be forever grate-

ful for having the An-

derson Ranch as a 

large part of my life, 

especially during my 

childhood.  Before con-

tinuing, here’s a bit of 

history as to my con-

nection to the Ranch.  

My Dad, at the age of 

seven (1920), had lost 

Memories of the Anderson Ranch 

both parents to illness and was taken in by the 

Andersons.  His mother, Agnes, was one of six 

children who settled on the Ranch in 1885, after 

moving from Scotland.  My Dad spent his early 

years on the Ranch until he married my Mom in 

1938 and eventually moved to Petaluma. 

    Although born and raised in Petaluma, my 

parents, brother Gary and myself would come to 

Lower Lake quite often.  In fact, almost every 

weekend during the summer and school vaca-

tions was spent at the Lake.  We would stay with 

my maternal grandmother, Edna Morrell, but 

would visit the Ranch on a regular basis.  By the 

early ‘50’s, only three of the original six Ander-

son children were still living on the Ranch – Un-

cle Willie, Uncle Charlie and Aunt Mora who by 

now were approaching their 80’s.  Although very 

kind and generous people, I believe they valued 

their privacy and space and that together with a 

very small ranch house was the reason we 

stayed in Lower Lake.   

     I recall the favorite parts of my visit, in the 

early years, were collecting eggs and feeding the 

chickens with Aunt Mora and, believe it or not, 

sitting by the fire in the parlor listening to my Dad 

and the uncles discuss ranch business.  Usually, 

this part included fresh apple or berry pie and a 

glass of sweet tea.  If I got bored, I would grab 

the Red Ryder and stalk some unsuspecting bird 

around the ranch house.  I’m sure the uncles 

would cringe when I showed up with the Red Ry-

der.  I recall one time taking careful aim at a rob-

in only to feel an ominous presence behind me.  

I turned around only to find Uncle Charlie stand-

ing about five feet away.  “Young man (I was 

maybe seven), he said, don’t bother the song 

birds.  Direct your attention to the blue jays and 

woodpeckers but leave the rest alone”.  Boy, did 

the wind go out of my sails.  I humbly bowed my 

head and agreed and from then on the area 

around the ranch house was a designated “safe 

zone.”  That Christmas I received a membership 

in the SPCA.  

      Probably my least favorite ranch activity 

was horseback riding and I’m still not sure why 

my Dad tried to interest me in this.  Neither he 

nor my Uncle D’Arcy (who never rode-always 

walked) enjoyed riding and the uncles only rode 

out of necessity in managing the cattle.  The two 

horses I rode were named Star and Dolly, both 

in their 40’s I’m sure yet spry enough to unload 

me on various occasions.  After a rattlesnake 

spooked Dolly and she ran off with me, we both 

decided the equestrian life was not in my future. 

     As I grew older, hunting and fishing be-

came regular activities with family and friends.  

Many days and nights were spent pulling bass 

and catfish from the banks of Cache Creek or 

the shores of Clear Lake near the Sunrise Shore 

Subdivision.  For many years on opening day of 

trout season, it was not unusual to catch a limit 

of trout in the 12-16 inch range in the deep holes 

of Seigler Creek opposite the ranch house.  

Deer were abundant on the Long Ridge and the 

areas bordering the tule marshes and the tules 

themselves had several potholes frequented by 

mallards.  For hunting and fishing, it was un-

questionably one of the best places in Lake 

County. 

     I was never involved in the working environ-

ment of the Ranch, however, I recall the stories 

of the various ranch activities and the timing of 

each with the seasons.  The Anderson Ranch 

ran roughly 200 head of cows with calves and 

several bulls.  In the late Fall, after the rains had 

started the grass growing in the hills, the cattle 
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AMIA hosts school  

children as part of its  

annual Christmas event. 

They are shown listening 

to retired ranger, Tom Nix-

on, in front of the fireplace 

in the parlor where Gordon 

Haggitt used to sit and lis-

ten to his aunt and uncles 

discuss ranch business. 

were driven from the home ranch to the Winter 

grazing grounds of Morgan Valley.  My Dad said 

the “drive” included people on horseback and 

afoot and wound through the streets of Lower 

Lake and out Morgan Valley Road for a distance 

of roughly four miles.  Back then, traffic wasn’t 

an issue and the townspeople considered it just 

another normal day when the cattle came 

through.  In the late Spring/early Summer after 

the grass dried up, the reverse took place and 

the cattle were brought back to feed in the marsh 

and irrigated pastures of the Ranch.  Cattle 

drives were common in those days.  Russell 

Cremer, whose grandparents Russell and Luella 

Adamson owned property on the north side of 

Cache Creek and were neighbors to the Ander-

sons, recalled similar cattle drives.  The Ad-

amson ranch holdings included property extend-

ing from what is now Highland Harbor easterly 

along Cache Creek past the old Highway 53 

bridge.  Russell recalls stories of herding the cat-

tle from their property along the old highway 

through Lower Lake and out to what is now Riata 

Road and the Adamson home ranch.  In almost 

every cattle drive, neighboring ranches joined in 

to help. 

     While the cattle were on the Winter range, 

other activities took place.  The fields were 

plowed and planted to hay and other grain crops.  

Before tractors came along, field preparation 

was done by a horse and plow and all the har-

vesting equipment was horse drawn.  Phil Ad-

amson, the youngest of the Adamson children, 

has a picture of some family members standing 

next to a horse drawn thrashing machine which 

was used to harvest grain on the various ranch-

es around Lower Lake, including the Anderson 

Ranch.  Again, another example of one ranch 

helping another.   

     The Anderson Ranch, like many other 

ranches, utilized burning as a beneficial tool.  

Every Fall areas of the tules would be burned to 

keep them in check and to promote the growth of 

the pastureland.  However, due to the lack of 

burning and cattle grazing since the inception of 

the Park, the “look” of the Ranch has changed.  

The willows and cottonwoods that have taken 

over the marsh and the native grasses and 

weeds that cover the fields between the Long 

Ridge and the ranch house were non-existent 

during the days of the cattle ranch.  I guess one 

could say the Ranch has come “full circle” and is 

now back to its original beginning.  Doesn’t really 

matter to me – I’m just grateful to have an “old 

friend” to visit from time to time and relive some 

great memories. 
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In February 2016, AMIA Board members Hen-

ry Bornstein & Gae Henry attended a meeting of 

the California State Parks Foundation (CSPF) 

Technical Assistance Center (TAC).   The TAC 

provides free expert assistance and resources to 

“park partners” such as AMIA, including commu-

nications planning, organizational development, 

board development and fundraising.  

The day in Sacramento provided an opportuni-

ty for the representatives of park associations to 

share information about successes & challeng-

es, to provide feedback to CSPF and the State 

Parks representatives that were present and to 

receive training to help increase the associa-

tions’ ability to support state parks. The day in-

cluded a presentation and question and answer 

session with members of the “Partners Commit-

tee” of the State Parks Transition Team, the 

group tasked with implementing the recommen-

dations of the recently concluded Parks Forward 

Commission.  The association representatives at 

the meeting definitely had a lot to say and the 

two Transition Team members took a lot of 

notes to bring back to their next meeting. 

AMIA members attend 4
th

 CSPF TAC convening 

There were also discussions about State Parks 

financing and the 2016 budget, as well as exer-

cises designed to increase skills in dealing with 

“difficult conversations” between park partners 

and State Parks. 

Henry and Gae left Sacramento with additional 

ideas and skills they could share with the AMIA 

Board and with the knowledge that their opinions 

had been heard by State Parks decision makers. 

Henry Bornstein and Gae Henry gain skills neces-

sary to better communicate with State Parks staff.  

The monthly guided nature walks that oc-

cur on the Second Saturday of each month 

except Sept, Dec & Jan at Anderson 

Marsh State Historic Park are popular with 

people of all ages and abilities.  Some of 

these guided walks are followed by a tour 

of the historic Anderson Ranch House, 

which contains many exhibits that date 

from the arrival of the Anderson family in 

the mid-19
th
 century.  To help meet the dif-

ferent needs of those who wish to join a 

guided walk at the Park, some of the trips 

Guided Nature walks and Ranch House tours  
are more extensive and include the Marsh 

and Ridge Trails, while other walks go along 

the easy walking Cache Creek Nature Trail 

as far as the deck at the creek.   

These walks provide a wonderful oppor-

tunity to visit the Park at different times of 

the year to experience the changes in the 

plants and animals that inhabit the Park from 

season to season.  For more information 

about the scheduled nature walks and 

Ranch House tours, please contact AMIA at 

707-995-2658 or info@andersonmarsh.org.  

mailto:info@andersonmarsh.org


15  

 

Sheryl Almon 

Mary Heare Amodio 

Martha Bakerjian 

Brad and Kathy Barnwell 

John Boling 

Henry Bornstein 

Voris Brumfield 

Bernie Butcher  
 (Tallman Hotel/ 
 Bluewing Saloon) 

Billy Gear 

Charlotte Griswold 

Gordon Haggitt 

Jon Henderson 

Gae Henry 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of Anderson Marsh 

State Historic Park (AMSHP). Given the reduced 

state funding, without a dedicated group of volun-

teers, the Park couldn’t function as it does.  There 

are many chances to volunteer.   

AMIA is run by an all-volunteer Board.  Some 

choose to volunteer this way.  AMIA is also cru-

cial to the Docent program at AMSHP – all Park 

Docents are AMIA members and volunteers!  

Some choose to participate event by event.   

During the past few years, volunteers have 

helped in various ways by: coordinating parking 

at our very popular & successful Jan 1 First Day 

Hikes, staffing our informational booth at the Lake 

County Fair; helping at our fundraisers; cleaning 

the South Barn in preparation for new displays; 

helping at our Earth Day Booth, helping with 

clean-up days along Cache Creek & at the Park 

and the fun of planting & watering oak seedlings.    

A crew cleaned up the South Barn at the AMSHP last 

summer. (From left) Henry Bornstein, Barry Oselett (in 

back) Nancy Langdon, Don Coffin, Lisa Wilson,  

Tom Nixon (the tall guy!) Roberta Lyons, and  

Victoria Brandon. 

AMIA thanks our  
generous supporters 

Thomas Hewlett, DDS 

Jim Jonas  
 (Jonas Heating & Cooling) 

Dennis Krentz  
 (Clearlake Keys House) 

Molly and Larry Lang 

Nancy Langdon 

Roberta & Harry Lyons 

John Magee 

Tom McFarling 

Donna Montgomery 

Jessica, Mark & Lily Morita 

Tom & Val Nixon 

Dee & Weldon Parker 

Michele Quere 

AMIA volunteers make it all work 

Amy & Roberto Reyes  
 (Cactus Grill) 

Robert Riggs 

Kenneth Roberts 

Monica & David Rosenthal 

Debi Sally & Ken Ling 

Kathy Scavone 

Charles Stephanski 

Joy Swetnam 

Mary Van Sistine 

Sharon Weeks 

Greg White  
 (Sub Terra Consulting) 

Lisa Wilson 

Interested in applying your interests and skills 

to help AMIA and the Park?  Contact AMIA at 

707-995-2658 or info@andersonmarsh.org. 

mailto:info@andersonmarsh.org
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By Don Coffin 

On September 12, 2015 AMIA hosted our an-

nual fundraiser concert at the Soper-Reese The-

ater in Lakeport. Rafael and Christian Contreras, 

The Johnsen Family band and InVoice opened 

the show. Rita Hosking Band was the headliner 

with guest musician Pat Ickes sitting in on Pedal 

Steel guitar. As the concertgoers arrived at the 

Theater there was a thick pall of smoke in the air 

and an eerie glow in the sky to the South of 

Lakeport. People were understandably anxious 

to know the source and extent of the flames after 

having endured 2 major fires during the summer.  

The concert began with a slide show of the 

AMIA accomplishments of 2015. The music in 

the first half featured the Contrearas Brothers 

fiddle tune set. The Johnsen family band did a 

set of tunes and songs in Old Time Style and 

InVoice finished the first half with wonderful 

songs with 4 part harmony vocals. During the 

intermission people gathered in the lobby and  

shared the sketchy news about the fire. Appar-

ently a fire had started on Cobb that afternoon 

and was rapidly spreading down the valley to-

ward Middletown and Hidden Valley.   

The Second half of the show started with Rita 

Hosking  taking the stage and saying “We can't 

ignore what’s happening outside” then she ad-

A September to Remember 
dressed the crowd  with her personal stories of 

growing up in the Sierras and living through sev-

eral major fires when she was young. Many of 

her songs reflect that experience. Rita sang a 

song called Table and Chairs that asked the 

basic question “what would you take if you had 

to suddenly leave your home?” When her moth-

er was faced with such a decision she chose to 

take the kitchen table and chairs. Many family 

moments had happened around her table and 

she treasured the memories. It was a remarka-

ble coincidence to have Rita perform for us that 

night because many people in the audience 

were faced with just such a decision. Some 

could not go home that night and some had no 

homes to go to. For years to come September 

12 , 2015 will indeed be a night to remember. 

AMIA’s fundraiser concert will be held Sept. 10 

this year at the Soper-Reese theater . Please 

mark your calendars.  

The headliner is yet to be announced, but get 

ready to welcome the Thin Air String Band from 

Mendocino College and members of the Califor-

nia Old Time Fiddlers. Tickets are $25 per  

person and sponsor tables will be available.  

For information about sponsorships,  

call (707) 995-2658. 

 

Last year Rita Hosking and her band played for the crowd during that memorable night. Pat Ickes on Steele guitar 

was a special guest. This year’s concert will be held on September 10. 
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By Lisa Wilson, AMIA Board Member 

The 12th Annual Clearlake Cleanup Day will be 

held Saturday April 23, 2016 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Anderson Marsh Interpretive Assoc. (AMIA) 

volunteers are invited to participate by launching 

their personal kayak or canoe at Shady Acres 

Campground. A limited number of kayaks and 

canoes will be available to rent for $10. The rent-

al fees will be donated to AMIA. 

Volunteers will paddle towards the lake and 

clean up the Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

waterfront, including the North Flat close to the 

mouth of Cache Creek. The event starts at 8 

a.m. Volunteers should be off the water by noon 

so they can head over to Austin Park for the free 

BBQ hosted by the city. 

Last year AMIA Volunteers picked up trash, 

debris and recyclables including: shopping carts, 

plastic bags, fishing lines, tennis balls, tires, a 

basketball, a patio chair, wire fencing, dock 

foam, cans and a beach chairs.  

Volunteers should bring work gloves and 

weather protection (sunscreen, hat, etc.). Trash 

bags and drinking water will be provided. The 

City of Clearlake will pick up collected trash at 

Shady Acres Campground. 

 Shady Acres Campground is located at 7805 

Cache Creek Way, Clearlake, 95422.  

AMIA to Participate in 12th  
Annual Clearlake Clean Up Day 

Two workers with a sample of the debris recovered at 

last year’s annual Clearlake Cleanup Day. 

Lisa Wilson and Katy Dashiell getting ready to head out on Cache Creek to pick up debris. 

The City of Clearlake’s Doug Herren (left) getting  

ready to go out on an airboat during last year’s  

Clearlake Cleanup. Jeff Smith, Supervisor, is at  

the helm of the airboat. 
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ANDERSON MARSH 
INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 672     LOWER LAKE, CA 95457     (707)995-2658 
WWW.ANDERSONMARSH.ORG — info@andersonmarsh.org 

Name_____________________________________________________ Phone____________________  

Mailing Address____________________________________State ____________ Zip_______________   

Email___________________  

 

ANDERSON MARSH INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION 

Please send check and  

completed application to 

AMIA 
P.O. Box 672 

Lower Lake, CA  95457 

Or join online by  

visiting us at 

www.andersonmarsh.org. 

For more info call AMIA  

at 707-995-2658 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: 
Annual  
Amount  Membership Level   Member Benefits 
$15    Educator/Student    Newsletter 
$25    Individual         Newsletter 
$35     Family          Newsletter  
$50    Supporter        Newsletter and Newsletter Mention 
$100   Sustainer         Newsletter, Newsletter Mention, Donor Event and 
                     DVD of “A Walk Through Time” film 
$250   Patron          Sustainer benefits + special recognition at event 

2016 AMIA Membership Application 

AMIA members receive two (2) newsletters a year, special invitations to attend events being held at the park and the satisfaction that 

comes from supporting a community treasure and working to preserve it for future generations. 

I would like to know about volunteer opportunities 

Dedicated to the preservation of all facets of the park. New members are always welcome! Come Join the Fun! 

$100   Business Supporter Newsletter, Donor Event, Newsletter Mention,   
                     Website Link 
$250   Business Sustainer  Business supporter benefits +DVD of AMSHP film  

Special Interest (music, education, history, ecology, archaeology, other):________________ 


