
   

AMIA celebrates the 
re-opening of McVicar Trail 
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Promoting education & interpretive activities of  

Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

AMIA will celebrate the long-awaited re-

opening of the McVicar Trail at Anderson Marsh 

State Historic Park with a New Year’s Day walk 

to begin at the Historic Ranch House Complex at 

noon on January 1, 2014. 

Re-establishing the McVicar Trail, which has 

been closed because of fallen trees and land-

slides, was one of the results of the Partnership 

Agreement between the Department of Parks 

and Recreation and the Anderson Marsh Inter-

pretive Association (AMIA).   

The nature walk is part of the nationwide “First 

Day Hikes” program that is designed to encour-

age Americans to get outside, exercise, enjoy 

nature and welcome the New Year with friends 

and family.  All 50 state park systems will be par-

ticipating in the program. 

AMIA is grateful to all of its members and do-

nors who made it possible for the association to 

pay for the significant work it took to clear and 

rehabilitate the McVicar Trail.  With the re-

opening of the Trail, which crosses the Anderson 

Flats, over Lewis Ridge and through the former 

McVicar Audubon Sanctuary, visitors to the Park 

once more have a wonderful opportunity to visit 

the tule marsh habitat of Anderson Marsh, pass-

ing through grasslands, Oak woodlands and part 

of the Park’s willow and cottonwood riparian 

habitat. 

The leisurely walk will cover about 6 miles of 

mainly flat terrain and should take about  

four hours, depending on how many times  

(Continued on page 6) 

The McVicar Trail has been rehabilitated in time for the 

New Year’s Day walk set to begin at the Historic 

Ranch House Complex at 12 noon. 
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President’s Message 
By Roberta Lyons 

Many people are una-

ware of the Sesquicen-

tennial Passport pro-

gram that was devel-

oped by the California 

State Parks Foundation 

in 1999. It is a fun pass-

port book with 150 list-

ings of State and feder-

al parks, museums and 

points of historical inter-

est.  The book is divid-

ed into Northern, Cen-

tral, and Southern Cali-

fornia, and the idea is that after purchasing 

the book, the holder visits each park or site 

and gets their “passport” book stamped. Each 

site that is included in the book has the 

stamp, usually at a visitor’s center. 

Anderson Marsh State Historic Park is the 

first park listed in the book; the stamp fea-

tures a Pomo feather basket. Recently, two 

couples from the southern part of the state 

traveled all the way to Lake County to get 

their books stamped. Although it took some 

planning (Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

is only staffed on weekends), the couples 

were pleased to leave with their beautiful bas-

ket stamp. 

Sherrie and John Matic, who hail from the 

Fresno area, and Megan and Michael O’Gara 

of Orange County, (John and Michael are 

cousins) have been on a quest since 2000 to 

Couples travel California to 
get “passports” stamped 

not only get every stamp in the book of 150, 

but also visit the State’s many official historical 

markers. After 13 years, they only have four 

more stamps to get after visiting Anderson 

Marsh State Park. 

“The passport book is a fantastic way to visit 

a lot of great places in California,” Sherrie 

Matic noted, saying that the foursome would 

probably never have gone to some of the plac-

es they have visited if it weren’t for the quest 

to “fill the passport book.” 

They joked about the fact that at some of the 

parks and museums  the people working there 

have no idea what they are talking about when 

they ask for the stamp in their passport book. 

“We just say:  yes you have the stamp. It is in 

one of the drawers. Just look.” And sure 

(Continued on page 3) 

Megan O’Gara and Sherrie Matic with passports. 
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Memories of the Ranch 
By Gordon Haggitt 

As a very young boy in the 50’s I remember 

going out to the Anderson Ranch with my Dad.  

My Dad’s mother, Agnes, 

was one of six children 

who moved from Scotland 

to the ranch when their fa-

ther, John Still Anderson, 

purchased it in 1885. Most 

of the original family had 

passed away by the ‘50’s, 

including my grandmother.  

Only three of the original 

six Anderson children re-

mained:  Aunt Mora, Uncle 

Charlie and Uncle Willie.   

Aunt Mora (the youngest of the Anderson chil-

dren) was a very petite, soft-spoken lady who, in 

her younger days, loved to ride horses as her 

favorite pastime. (As a footnote, Uncle Charlie 

and Uncle Willie only rode horses if they had to 

in order to tend to the cattle or other ranch du-

ties. I think they would have preferred to walk 

and I now remember why—every horse the un-

cles’ ever owned bucked me off at some point 

during my childhood). In later years, when I knew 

Aunt Mora, she loved to read and sew and putter 

around the yard. I remember gathering eggs with 

her and climbing around the hay bales in the 

barns looking for new nests made by a reclusive 

hen. She always enjoyed visiting with me and 

(Continued on page 7) 

enough, the stamp and ink pad are always 

there, although they have taken to bringing their 

own ink pad since they can often be dried up for 

lack of use. 

Deciding to head to Northern California to fill in 

the rest of the stamps, Sherrie Matic first called 

the local park district office to inquire about park 

hours. After finding that Anderson Marsh is only 

staffed on weekends, she was able to get in 

touch with members of the Anderson Marsh In-

terpretive Association (AMIA) who arranged to 

meet them at the park to stamp the book. AMIA 

is the non-profit group working with local state 

park officials to keep Anderson Marsh State His-

toric Park open and operating for the benefit of 

the public. 

“It was a real pleasure meeting these two cou-

ples and it made me want to renew my effort to 

visit all of California’s beautiful parks and get my 

book filled up too!” noted AMIA president, Rob-

erta Lyons, after meeting with the foursome at 

the park. To find out more about the State Parks 

Foundation and the passport program, go to 

www.calparks.org. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Couples travel California to 
get “passports” stamped 

Michael and Megan O’Gara and John and Sherrie 

Matic, visiting Anderson Marsh with their passports.  

Gordon Haggitt  

and “Tucker” 
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Another summer is over 

and I am already missing 

the activity as well as 

seeing the smiling faces 

of our visitors from 

around the world. Clear 

Lake and Anderson 

Marsh host a diverse 

crowd from many fara-

way places. I recently 

visited with a couple from 

France. They were an ex-

citing young couple traveling the North Coast 

and they decided to visit and camp with us 

here. They were fascinated with the town of 

Kelseyville as well as the birds they were see-

ing on their hikes. I left them admiring their 

fresh views of Kelseyville and Clear Lake. The 

following morning I noticed a note at their 

campsite saying that they had a wonderful time 

at Clear Lake and will be back, and a big thank 

you to the Rangers.  My visits with far away 

travelers are something I will always cherish as 

the Superintendent here at Clear Lake. I can 

also say that my daily visits with our locals 

keeps me on my toes as they can point out 

what we need to do following a full house on 

weekends during peak season.  I would really 

like to thank those locals walking around the 

park daily picking up garbage with a big smile 

on their faces. The volunteerism is wonderful. 

It is project time again for our maintenance 

staff.  The visitor center deck at Clear Lake 

State Park is completely redone with new red-

wood decking. During the month of October, 

Kelsey Creek Campground was closed for a 

paving project and has since re-opened in No-

vember. 

The Indian Nature trail was recently rehabili-

tated with patches of overlay and new interpre-

tive paneling. We worked in cooperation with 

and consulted with the Big Valley Pomo tribe 

for interpretive input. The trail is a wonderful 

experience with a spectacular view at the over-

look. 

I would like to welcome our new Park Mainte-

nance Chief Wendy Lieberg. Wendy started 

November 1, 2013. Wendy has almost 20 

years of State Parks experience and will be a 

valuable addition to staffing with State Parks at 

Clear Lake.  We also hired a permanent Su-

pervising Ranger Aaron Wright who has been 

with us on a temporary basis for two years. 

I would like to thank both the Clear Lake 

State Park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA) 

and the Anderson Marsh Interpretive Associa-

tion (AMIA) for their continued dedication to 

State Parks. We really could not get things 

done without all of your help.  

We recently started general maintenance of 

the McVicar Trail at Anderson Marsh and will 

continue to re-open the trail up this winter with 

the help of Cal Fire Crews. Fire crews have 

been delayed in assisting us due to the long 

and dry fire season.   

The new CLSPIA donated woodshed at the 

park entrance looks and works great. I antici-

pate wood sales to rise especially during holi-

days with the use of this new facility. 

The donor agreement with AMIA is working 

very well especially with having a park aide at 

the ranch house grounds on weekends. You 

will see many new improvements to the 

grounds and trails. I look forward to seeing you 

on the trail! 

I would like to thank all of my staff, volun-

teers, and park visitors for a successful 2013 

season. Happy New Year! 

Superintendent Report for Clear Lake Sector 
By Bill Salata, State Park Superintendent II 

Bill Salata 
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By Henry Bornstein 

As those of you who have been following 

events at Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

may know, in April 2013, a Partnership Agree-

ment was finalized between AMIA and the Cali-

fornia Department of Parks and Recreation that 

will keep Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

open for at least the next three years.  Responsi-

bility for operating the Park remains with State 

Parks under the Agreement. 

We are now in the middle of the first year of 

our Partnership and the AMIA Board is happy to 

report that things are going very well.  With the 

cooperation of Bill Salata, State Park’s Clear 

Lake Sector Superintendent, and the hard work 

of both State Park employees and AMIA volun-

teers, much has been accomplished and work 

under the Partnership Agreement is proceeding 

on schedule. 

The most obvious result of the Agreement is 

that Anderson Marsh State Historic Park remains 

open and available to the public to visit and en-

joy.  The aim of AMIA in entering into the Part-

nership Agreement, however, was not to have 

the Park remain open “in name only,” but to cre-

ate the means for the Park to flourish and thrive. 

Under the terms of the Partnership Agreement, 

the Park remains available for use by the public 

throughout the week, with the parking lot open 

on weekends.  AMIA continues to pay for Park 

utilities and other services, to fund needed 

maintenance of the Ranch House and Barn com-

plex and to fund trail maintenance and restora-

tion projects. 

In order to make sure that the Park is properly 

maintained, and to begin working on the de-

ferred maintenance that has accumulated at the 

Park during years of underfunding, under the 

Agreement, State Parks has assigned a mainte-

nance worker to the Park, who has been provid-

ed with a utility vehicle and the tools necessary 

to do grounds keeping, trail maintenance and 

other routine maintenance.   

Visitors to the Park can see the obvious im-

provements being made.  The trail system has 

never looked better and has been expanded to 

provide new views into the various habitats con-

tained in the Park.  Work is in progress to repair 

fencing in the Ranch House area, and the 

grounds are maintained at a very high level. 

One major accomplishment scheduled for the 

first year of the Agreement has already occurred 

—the McVicar Trail, long closed due to needed 

restoration work, has been re-opened and once 

more provides Park visitors with access to the 

tule marsh habitat of the Park, as well as provid-

ing an opportunity to experience several of the 

Park’s natural habitats, including grasslands, 

oak woodlands and riparian habitats.  The Trail 

passes through the former McVicar Audubon 

Sanctuary, which was made a part of the Park in 

2007.  AMIA invites everyone to the Park to ex-

perience what the McVicar Trail has to offer. 

Planned for the next year of the Agreement is 

the establishment of an interpretive room in the 

South Barn that will allow permanent Native 

American and other historic and nature exhibits 

to be maintained there for use in school field 

trips and public guided tours.  AMIA is also re-

vising a Ranch House and Trail Brochure to be 

used by visitors to the Park. 

While the AMIA Board is proud of what the or-

ganization has accomplished, none of this could 

have happened without generous support of its 

members and donors.  This agreement is a 

great accomplishment – and a challenge.   AMIA 

now needs to raise money required to fund the 

(Continued on page 9) 

AMIA and California 
Dept. of Parks and  

Recreation celebrate 
successful partnership 
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Musical fundraiser:  
a family affair 

Pat Ickes said it best: “This bluegrass music is 

a family tradition”. That is just what it was at the 

Soper-Reese theater on September 14th for the 

Anderson Marsh Bluegrass fundraiser concert. 

The Johnsen Family band opened with a spirited 

performance from Randy Johnsen on guitar and 

his grand kids Evan and Jillian on fiddles. They 

even did a song about Anderson Marsh that they 

wrote. 

The Contreras family, 10-year-old Rafael on 

Fiddle and his younger brother Christian on per-

cussion, amazed the crowd with fiddle tune med-

leys and detailed information about the music. 

The Anderson family performed next, featuring 

Christy and Mark Anderson and their children 

Paige, Aimee, Daisy, and Ethan on fiddles, gui-

tars, mandolins, and banjo. Daisy even plays hot 

dobro licks! 

At times the whole family played and then 

Christy and Mark would leave the stage and let 

the kids take over. Their musicianship was ex-

traordinary. 

Pat Ickes and Bound to Ride played the sec-

ond half of the show with a spirited and profes-

sional set of traditional Bluegrass tunes. In the 

middle of his set Pat talked of his own family in-

volvement in music. His brother Rob is a re-

nowned dobro player. Until recently Pat's mom 

Aleta played bass in Bound to Ride. Pat's grand-

mother, known as Aunt Edith to all, was M.C. at 

the Cloverdale fiddle contest for many years. 

AMIA would like to continue the tradition of 

September Bluegrass concerts at the Soper 

Reese. If you would like to help sponsor or vol-

unteer for one of these events please contact 

Don Coffin at 995-0658. 

the group stops to admire what we see along the 

way.  Participants are welcome to walk part way 

and make an early return at their own pace. 

Bring your binoculars and help Park Docents 

Gae Henry and Henry Bornstein celebrate the 

opening of the restored McVicar Trail as we all 

share what we know about the geology, flora, 

birds and other wildlife that we encounter along 

the way. For more information about the Partner-

ship Agreement between AMIA and State Parks, 

see “AMIA Successfully Launches its Partner-

ship Agreement with the Department of State 

Parks,” on page 5. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Henry Bornstein enjoying the cleared McVicar Trail. 

Anderson Family Band joins Pat Ickes & Bound to Ride. 

AMIA celebrates the 
re-opening of McVicar Trail 
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finding out what I was doing in school.  The val-

ue of a good education was well understood by 

all the Andersons.  My Dad always said that the 

Andersons worked very hard at ranching, both in 

Scotland (their homeland) and in Lake County 

and they stressed education to him and his sib-

lings and cousins to give them more options to 

choose their life’s work.   

Uncle Charlie, the youngest of the three Ander-

son boys, had a great fondness for animals, es-

pecially dogs.  At the age of 8, I may have been 

the youngest member of the SPCA (Society for 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) in California, 

thanks to Uncle Charlie. He renewed my mem-

bership every year for many years. Thankfully, 

he never objected to my Dad’s love of hunting 

and fishing, which was passed on to my brother 

and me. The ranch was a sportsman’s paradise. 

Uncle Willie was the businessman of the An-

derson family after their father passed away. He 

took care of the majority of the cattle sales and 

any property transactions which included pur-

chasing several thousand acres along Cache 

Creek and Morgan Valley Road for Winter and 

Spring feeding grounds for their cattle. The 

home ranch (State Park) was the Summer and 

Fall home for the cattle.  Uncle Willie was a very 

fair man and always maintained a high degree of 

honesty and integrity as did all the Andersons.   

The Anderson Ranch will always be a special 

part of my life. The memories of the ranch house 

with the fireplaces and wood cook stove burning 

and the smells of apple pies and biscuits drifting 

through the kitchen and into the dining room are 

irreplaceable. Aunt Mora wrapped in her shawl in 

the rocking chair, reading or sewing while Uncle 

Willie and Uncle Charlie discussed world affairs 

in the parlor will be etched in my mind forever.   

My Dad shared some of his early memories of 

the ranch with me over the course of many 

years. He, his older brother D’Arcy and sister 

Dorothy went to live on the ranch in 1920 after 

their father died from the flu epidemic. Their 

(Continued from page 3) mother had passed away seven years earlier a 

few days after my Dad was born.  In 1920, a typ-

ical school day began about 6 a.m. with milking 

the two dairy cows in the south barn, feeding a 

half dozen horses, a hog or two, chickens and 

turkeys and any cows with calves that had to be 

tended to, as well as bringing in firewood for the 

fireplaces and wood cook stove.  When this was 

done off to school and a three mile ride in a 

horse and carriage to Burns Valley (Clearlake).  

The Burns Valley school was a one room build-

ing with a wood stove for heat and fifteen desks 

to accommodate the fifteen students and one 

teacher, Mrs. Noel.  After school you came home 

to a few more chores, some reading homework, 

dinner and bedtime, which in the Winter was 

very early.  My Dad remembered placing bricks 

he laid near the fireplace into a blanket and 

packing it upstairs to his room to help stay warm 

in a very poorly insulated house.   

My Dad spent most of his high school years 

living with a friend of the Andersons and going to 

school in Palo Alto (student body of 500) which 

was quite a change from a one room school with 

15 students.  After high school and a short time 

in junior college, he decided school was not for 

him so he returned home to work on the ranch.  

His work included tending to the cattle and cut-

ting the hay and filling seven barns on the ranch 

for  feed for roughly 200 cows with calves.  In the 

Fall, the fields would be plowed with a team of 

two horses pulling a single plow followed by 

seeding for the next years crop.   

Life on the ranch did include a lot of fun times 

too. In the Summer there was swimming in Sei-

gler and Cache creeks as well as all the fishing a 

person could want.  A horseback ride around the 

lakeshore was always uncovering new plant and 

animal life.  The Winter would usually bring a few 

snowstorms and along with it a snowman or two.  

Christmas time was a peaceful time of year.  The 

ranch house was filled with the smells of roast 

turkey and ham along with fresh mincemeat pies 

(Continued on page 9) 

Memories of the Ranch 
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Musicians Rick McCann, Don Coffin, Tom Nixon 

and David Neft perform.  

 

Gae Henry on flute, Steve Pollaine on piano play-

ing carols.  

 

Each year for over 25 years, AMIA has 

invited the community to Christmas at the 

Ranch.  This year, about 200 guests visit-

ed the Ranch House at Anderson Marsh 

State Historic Park for an old-fashioned 

Christmas Open House.  The tree was 

decorated with handmade decorations 

made by Nancy Langdon's second grade 

class at Lower Lake Elementary. The chil-

dren visited with Santa and everyone en-

joyed singing Christmas carols and eating 

homemade cookies and drinking hot cider. 

The fireplaces burned merrily and a won-

derful time was had by all!  

An event such as this one takes many 

hands to create.  Thanks to all of the gen-

erous cookie bakers.  Thanks to the AMIA 

volunteers: Gae Henry, Henry Bornstein, 

Gordon Haggitt, Nancy Langdon, Elliot 

Naess, Dave Hooper, Roy and Liam Stahl, 

Victoria Brandon, Martha Bakerjian, Gary 

Richmond, Carole Carroti and Dan & Mari-

lyn Martin.  

Thanks to Joan Mingori of Lower Lake 

High School and the Lower Lake students 

who helped out at the event: Martha Trujil-

lo, Cynthia Griego, Mitzi Arzate, Jorge 

Marcial, Jasmine Yiggins, Ashlee Andaya 

and Amber Soutos. 

Thanks to the musicians who so ably 

performed: Steve Pollaine, Rick McCann, 

Don Coffin, Tom Nixon, David Neft and 

Joan Moss. 

Thanks also to the County of Lake for 

making its Social Services parking lot 

available for the event, to Lake Transit for 

providing a shuttle bus and to the City of 

Clearlake for helping equip our parking vol-

unteers. 

It was a beautiful day that ended with the 

delightful sight of children playing in the 

piles of fallen leaves in the Ranch House 

yard.  Join us next year if you can. 

Community Christmas  
celebration at the Ranch House 
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and rum cakes.  A few friends would stop by for 

afternoon tea and perhaps stay for dinner.  My 

Dad said his Christmas presents, when he was a 

young boy, would consist of an orange (a rarity 

that time of year), a pair or two of socks and a 

dollar bill.  On a rare occasion, he would get a 

Hershey chocolate bar—what a treat!!  

Thanks for allowing me to share some of my 

memories of the ranch with you – hope you en-

joyed it.  I hope everyone has a wonderful holi-

day season.        

(Continued from page 7) 

Memories of the Ranch 

The guided nature walks that occur nearly 

every month at Anderson Marsh State Historic 

Park are popular with people of all ages and 

abilities.  AMIA Board members and Park Do-

cents Gae Henry and Henry Bornstein led the 

Nature Walks and Ranch House tours in 2013.  

To help meet the different needs of those who 

wish to join a guided walk at the Park, some of 

the trips are more extensive and include the 

Marsh and Ridge Trails, while other walks go 

along the ADA-accessible Cache Creek Nature 

Trail as far as the deck at the creek.   

These walks provide a wonderful opportunity to 

visit the Park at different times of the year to see 

the changes in the plants and animals that in-

habit the Park from season to season.   

For more information about the scheduled  

nature walks and Ranch House tours, please 

contact AMIA at 707-995-2658 or  

info@andersonmarsh.org.  

Guided nature walks at AMSHP 

AMIA board members Henry Bornstein and Gae Henry 

with Santa and Mrs. Claus.  

Nature walk pauses at Cache Creek deck.  Red slider turtle laying eggs just off the Marsh Trail. 

remaining years of the Partnership Agreement.   

If you have not yet joined AMIA or made a 

contribution to help keep the Park open and 

thriving, please consider doing so now.  If you 

are already a member, please consider an addi-

tional donation.  Every membership or contribu-

tion will be used to help us meet our Partnership 

obligations.  Information about contributing or 

joining AMIA can be found on our website: 

www.andersonmarsh.org or by calling us  

at 707-995-2658. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Successful Partnership 

http://www.andersonmarsh.org
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ANDERSON MARSH 
INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 672     LOWER LAKE, CA 95457     (707)995-2658 
WWW.ANDERSONMARSH.ORG 

Name_____________________________________________________ Phone____________________  

Mailing Address____________________________________State ____________ Zip_______________   

Email___________________  

Special Interest (music, education, history, ecology, archaeology, other):________________ 

ANDERSON MARSH INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION 
Is dedicated to the preservation of all facets of the park. New members are always welcome! Come Join the Fun! 

Please send your check and  

completed application to 

AMIA 
P.O. Box 672 

Lower Lake, CA  95457 

Or join online by visiting us at 

www.andersonmarsh.org. 

For more info call AMIA  

at 707-995-2658 

Membership Categories: 

$25  —  Individual Membership 

$35  —  Family Membership 
$50  —  Business Membership (includes acknowledgement on the                   
xxxxxxxxx AMIA website) 
$100 — Supporting Membership, (includes acknowledgement  

                 on the AMIA website) 

$250 or more – Join at this level and enjoy a special event  

                               with fellow donors.  

2014 AMIA Membership Application 
 

AMIA members receive two (2) newsletters a year, special invitations to attend events being held at the park and the 

satisfaction that comes from supporting a community treasure and working to preserve it for future generations. 

I would like to know about volunteer opportunities 


